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AMENDMEN TS TO THIt ri . A^y g 

This UstiAg of claims will replace aU prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 



Listing of Claims! 

1 . (cumsnUy amended) A method for tracking blood transfusions, said method comprising 
the steps of: 

(a) obtaining identifying information for a patient and providing said patient with a 
>Yristband comprising said patient identifying infonnation; 

(b) collecting a blood sample fiom said patient and testing said blood sample to 
detemiine the type of blood required by the patient; 

(c) allocating fixmi a supply of blood units a blood transfusion unit for the patient, 
wherein said blood transfusion unit contains the type of blood required by said patient and 
wherein said blood transfusion unit is mariced with an identifying code; 

(d) [[labelling]] labeling said allocated blood transfusion unit with a compatibility label, 
wherein said compatibiUty label comprises said patient identifying infoimation and said 
identifying code; 

(e) generating a blood unit request slip for the patient, the blood unit request slip 
including said patient identifying information; 

(f) retrieving the blood transfusion unit and verifying the blood transfusion unit's 
identify by comparing the patient identif^dng information on the blood unit request sUp to the 
patient identifying infennation on the compatibilify label on the patient allocated blood 
transfusion unit; 

(g) comparing the patient identifying information from the patient's vsmstband to tiie 
patient identifying information on the compahT>iIify label on said patient allocated blood 
transfusion imit; and 

(h) comparing the identifying code marked on the patient allocated blood unit with the 
identifying code on the compatibility label on said patient allocated blood transfusion unit 
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2. (previously presented) The method accoiding to claim I including the step of providing 
an alann in response to a mismatch between the patient identifying infoimation on the blood 
transfiwion unit and the patient identifying infoimation on the blood request slip when compared. 

3. (original) The method according to claim 1 including the step of providing an alann in 
response to a mismatch between the patient identifying information from the wristband and the 
patient identifying infoimation in the compatibiKty rafoimation on the blood transfusion unit 
when compared. 

4. (cancelled) 

5. (cancelled) 

6. (iwwiously presented) The method accoiding to claim 1 includmg comparing the blood 
unit identifying infoimation on the blood transfusion unit with the blood unit identifying 
information in tiie compatibility infoimation. 

7. (original) The method accoiding to claim 6 including providing an alaim in response to a 
mismatch between the blood unit identifying infoimation on the blood transfusion unit and the 
blood unit identifying infonnation in the compatibility infoimation. 

8. (original) The method according to claim 7 including transmitting the patient 
identification infonnation read from the wristband, the blood unit identification infonnation read 
fiom the blood transfusion mut and the patient identification infonnaUon and blood unit 
identification read &om the compatibility label to a computer database. 

9. (previouslyptesented) A method for collecting and storing in a computer database 
infomiation about blood transfusions, said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) providmg a patient with a wristband having patient identification infoimation encoded 
thereon and obtaining a blood sample from the patient; 
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(b) reading patient identification infonnation ftom the wristband and printing a Wood 
sample identification label, the blood sample identification label including the patient 
identification infonnation, and applying the blood sample identification label to the blood 
sample; 

<c) transmitting the patient in&imation to a computer database each time a blood 
sample identification label is printed: 

(d) selecting a blood unit suitable for transfljsion into the patient fiom a supply of 
blood units and marking tiie blood unit with a unique blood unit identification code; 

(e) printing and applying a compatibiUty labd to the blood unit, the compatibility 
label including the patient identification infonnation and the blood unit identification code; 

(f) reading tiie patient identification infonnation and the blood unit identification 
code fiiom the conqiatibility label; 

(g) reading the patient identification infonnation from the wristband, and comparing 
the patient identification infonnation fiom the wristband to tiie patient identification infonnation 
on the compatibility label; 

(h) conq)aring the blood unit identification code on tiie compatibility label wiOi tiie 
blood unit identification code on tiie blood unit; 

(i) providing an alaim if tiie patient identification information fiom ttie wristband 
does not match tite patient identification infonnation on tiie compatibility label or if tiie blood 
unit identification code on flie compatibility label does not match tiie blood unit identification 
code on the blood unit; and 

0) transmitting tiie patient identification infonnation read fiom tiae wristband, tiie 
blood unit identification code read fiom tiie blood unit and flie patient identification infonnation 
and blood unit identification read fiom flie compatibility label to a computer database. 

10. (previously presented) The method according to claim 9 including the step of generating 
a blood request shp for tiie patient, tiie blood request slip including patient identification 
inforniatiort 
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1 1 . (previously presented) The method according to claim 10 including the step of 
comparing the patient identification infonnation on the blood request slip to the patient 
identification infonnation on the compatibility label. 

12. (previously presented) The method according to claim 1 1 including providing an alaim if 
the patient identification information on the blood request sUp does not match the patient 
identification information on the compatibility label, 

13. (original) The method according to claim 9 including in step (h) the step of verifying that 
the selected blood unit has been properly stored. 

14. (original) The method according to claim 13 including providing an alarm if the selected 
blood unit has been improperly stored, 

15. (cancelled) 

16. (cancelled) 



17. (cancelled) 

18. (cancelled) 

19. (cancelled) 

20. (cancelled) 
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